
                                                     
 
“SOCIAL ENTREPRENEUR OF THE YEAR” INDIA WINNERS ANNOUNCED 

 

• The Schwab Foundation and the United Nations Development Programme announce winners 
of the India Social Entrepreneurs 2009 Award ahead of the India Economic Summit in New 
Delhi, India, 8-10 November 2009 

• Fifth edition of the Social Entrepreneur of the Year award in India; first time three winners are 
selected 

• Anand Sharma, Minister of Commerce and Industry, will preside over the award plenary 
session on 9 November, 18.30 - 18.45 

• For more information on the Schwab Foundation, go to: http://www.schwabfound.org 
 

 

New Delhi, India, 6 November 2009 – The Schwab Foundation for Social Entrepreneurship, in 
collaboration with the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), has selected three social 
enterprises with significant impact in India as winners of the India Social Entrepreneurs Award for 
 2009: Rajendra Joshi, Managing Trustee, Saath; Brij Kothari, Director, PlanetRead; and Padmanabha 
and Rama Rao, Co-Directors, RIVER . These social entrepreneurs will be honoured at the India 
Economic Summit on Monday 9 November in the presence of Anand Sharma, India’s Minister of 
Commerce and Industry, and Venu Srinivasan, President of the Confederation of Indian Industry (CII). 
 

This is the fifth edition of the award, which has been given annually since 2005 to individuals that have 
founded organizations or companies that do not maximize profits, but benefit society or the 
environment. Previous winners, which have been included in the Schwab Foundation’s global 
network of the world’s 150 leading social entrepreneurs, include Vikram Akula, SKS Microfinance 
(2006), Harish Hande, SELCO (2007) and Arbind Singh (2008). For the first time since the beginning of 
the competition in 2005, the Foundation Board has decided not to pick just one winner in a country, 
but three. The Board thus acknowledged that India is home to a significant number of the world’s 
leading social entrepreneurs. 
 

The three winners are: 
 

Rajendra Joshi, Saath (http://www.saath.org), Ahmedabad 
Today, more than 60 million people live in slums across India, lacking access to healthcare, education, 
employment and housing. In 1989, Rajendra Joshi developed Saath, which uses public-private 
partnerships to improve the lives of over 40,000 people per year. In 2009, Saath’s employment 
programmes with the Ahmedabad Municipal Corporation placed 8,000 slum residents in jobs at firms 
like Tata Indicom and Kotak Mahindra. Its Slum Networking Program has improved the physical 
infrastructure of 6,000 households while its four Urban Resource Centers in Ahmedabad have given 
22,000 slum households access to microfinance accounts, insurance packages, preventive and natal 
healthcare, and pre-school education. 
 



Brij Kothari, PlanetRead (http://www.planetread.org), Mumbai 
Two hundred million Indians remain functionally illiterate despite having completed Class V 
education. Brij Kothari’s organization, PlanetRead, uses Same Language Subtitling, or SLS, to improve 
Indians’ reading abilities. Subtitles are inserted for popular Bollywood songs, and broadcasted in eight 
major languages on Doordarshan’s network. Reading practice thus becomes a by-product of 
entertainment already consumed by audiences. Research by IIM (Ahmedabad) has shown that regular 
exposure to SLS increases the percentage of children who become good readers after having received 
five years of primary schooling  
from 25% to 56%. 
 
Padmanabha and Rama Rao (http://www.rishivalley.org), RIVER, Andhra Pradesh 
Teachers in India’s 1.1 million single-teacher schools lack the appropriate methodologies, curricula 
and support systems to educate their students. RIVER’s education model helps teachers adapt to these 
challenges. Government curricula are adapted for local context, and divided into smaller modules so 
learning is aligned with each student’s ability. Local accountability chains are established between 
teachers, parents and government. RIVER’s success in improving the quality of primary education has 
led to its replication in over 75,000 schools as part of the Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan, reaching eight million 
children across India per year. 
 
The Schwab Foundation also announced that Jubilant Organosys will partner with the Schwab 
Foundation as of 2010 to identify and highlight the “Social Entrepreneur of the Year” India. 
 
Note to Editors: 
 

The Schwab Foundation (http://www.schwabfound.org/) 
The Schwab Foundation is a sister organization of the World Economic Forum. 
The Foundation provides unique regional and global platform to promote 
social entrepreneurship as a key element to advancing societies and addressing 
social problems innovatively and effectively. It identifies the world’s leading 
social entrepreneurs through 15 national “Social Entrepreneur of the Year” 

competitions and five regional competitions in Latin America, Asia, Africa, Middle East and Europe. It 
also fosters a close-knit community of social entrepreneurs for idea exchange and replication of best 
practices. Finally, social entrepreneurs gain unprecedented networking opportunities with global 
decision-makers, thereby furthering the legitimacy of their work and mobilizing resources for 
continual expansion. 
 
For information on the Summit go to the Forum’s website: http://www.weforum.org/india2009 
Plenary sessions will be streamed live on Livestream: http://livestream.com/worldeconomicforum 
Videos of the plenary sessions will be also available at 
http://www.youtube.com/worldeconomicforum 
All Press Releases are at http://www.weforum.org/pressreleases 
Watch webcasts from India: http://www.weforum.org/india2009/webcasts 
Join the Davos Debates in India (http://youtube.com/davos) 
Download free high-resolution photos from Flickr: http://www.weforum.org/india2009/photos 
Follow the Forum on Twitter at http://twitter.com/davos 
Twitter users kindly use the hashtag #WEFIndia for all tweets about the event. Here is a list of tweeps 
taking part in the Summit: http://twitter.com/davos/WEFIndia.  
The short URL is http://tr.im/WEFIndia 
The official host broadcaster for the India Economic Summit is New Delhi Television (NDTV) 
For updates on the activities of the World Economic Forum, subscribe to RSS feed  
 



The World Economic Forum (http://www.weforum.org)  
The World Economic Forum is an independent international organization 
committed to improving the state of the world by engaging leaders in 
 partnerships to shape global, regional and industry agendas. Incorporated in 
1971, and based in Geneva, Switzerland, the World Economic Forum is impartial 
and not-for-profit; it is tied to no political, partisan or national interests  

 
 

 
UNDP is the UN’s global development network, advocating for change and connecting countries to 
knowledge, experience and resources to help people build a better life. We are on the ground in 166 
countries, working with them on their own solutions to global and national development challenges. 
As they develop  local capacity, they draw on the people of UNDP and our wide range of partners. 
 
For more information, pls contact: 

Sandor Nagy, Associate Director, e-mail: sandor.nagy@schwabfound.org; Mobile: +96 5089 3044; 
Surekha Subarwal, UNDP Regional Communication Advisor @ surekha.subarwal@undp.org  or 
Priyanka Khanna, UNDP National Communication Officer @ priyanka.khanna@undp.org  


